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Chapter 3

The Foundations Scale-Steps and Scales

Introduction
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3.1 Scales and Scale-Steps

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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3.2 Heptatonic Scales: The Major Scale, The Three Forms of the Minor
Scale
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Figure 3.30ther Examples of Major Scales
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Other Major Scales
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Scale-Step Labels

Figure 3.4Scale-step Labels
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Figure 3.5Scale-steps in Order of Importance
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Figure 3.80ther Examples of Minor Scales
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Other Minor Scales
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3.4 Heptatonic Scales: Introduction to Modes
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Greater Modal System
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Figure 3.18The Greater Modal System (Abbreviated)
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Figure 3.2G
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Other Modes
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3.5 Other Commonly Used Scales
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Octatonic Scale
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Figure 3.27
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Octatonic Scales
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Figure 3.28

Octatonic Ia (original form) Octatonic Ib (one half step up)

b ; n i f — T n " f i i Y
y 4 : T -

ro i
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OAugmentedO Scale
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Figure 3.29)AugmentedO Scale
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Figure 3.30NearlyO Whole Tone and Lydian-Mixolydian

Whole tone becomes....

"Nearly" Whole Tone Lydian-Mixolydian

0 I ‘e 17"‘ 4y e M
1 i "
| Il I 1 9l Il I Il 11 I | | TN
| I | 1 ! | I i I I 1 . 11 -dl- .\ = % i } Il |
Y ! i B ]
All whole steps Whole Stefs "Lydian" tetrachord "Mixolydian" tetrachord
JKudio 20
uaio

(C:%Flgearlyo Whole Tone and Lydian-Mixolydian
DC6

4=:4<E@ D66 G:56@

E96
=6E96 (62C=J /9@=6 -@7?6 961249@C5 :D ;FDE E92E 2==H9@=6 DEGAD 6l46AE 7@C

2962[):7 DEG6A -96 &J5:2? "1@=J5:2? D42=6 :D D@ ?2>65 3642FD6 E96 7:CDE E6EC24

JE96C @>>@7?=J .D65 ,42=6D

D42=8J5:2? @>:?27E :D @?=J @?6 =236=7@C E9:D D42=6 2?5 :D FD6
2D 2 4@7G6?:6?46 @?=J )E96C ?2>6D 2C6 &J5:2? @>:?27E 4@>>@? E@ $2KK

A6528@8J) @C E96 AC@AG6C ?2>6 E96 ) G6CE@7?6 ,42=6 -96D6 255:E:@?2= ?2>6
?@E 24BF:C6 >62?:78 F?E:= E96 DEF567E 92D 24BF:C65 255:E:@?2B83D6aEBE>2E:
E92E 56DA:E6 5:776C:?8 @C56C:?8D E96 A:E49 4=2DD 4@?EG67?E :D :567E:42=7(


http://blip.tv/play/sDyCwrtdAA
http://blip.tv/play/sDyCwrtiAA

92AE6C -96 @F?52E:@7?D ,42=6 ,EGAD 2?5 ,42=6D

C6D6>3=6D E96 7:CDE E6GEC249@C5 @7 E96 &J5:2? >@56 27?5 E96 D64@?5 EGE(
C6D6>3=6D E96 D64@7?5 EGEC249@C5 @7 E96 "1@=J5:2? >@56

@E9 D42=6D 92G6 E96:C A@EG?E:2= A@DEF=2E65 @C:8:? :? E96 ?2EFC2==J @:
24@FDE:42= A96?@>67@? 42==65 E96 )G6CE@?6 @C "2C>@7?:4 ,6C:6D 5:D4FC
92AE6C  9@C5D96 (62C=J /9@=6 -@7?6 961249@C5 :D E96 D@FC46 D6E E92E 7(
E96 32D:D @7 +FDD:2? 4@>A@D6C =612?560V¥§lie AR ? :>A@CE2?E
4@>A@?67E @7 9:D A6CD@?2=:K65 4@>A@D:E:@?2= DJ?E2|

-96D6 2C6 3FE 2 76H @7 E96 >2?J D42=6D E92E 92G6 366? C64@87?:K65 2?5 FD65
4@?E6>A@C2?6@FD E96@CJ 2?75 4@>A@D:E:@7? /9:=6 E96 AC:>2CJ 7T@4FD @7
D9@F=5 36 FA@? '2,@C 2?5 :?@C D42=6D 2E E9:D ;F?4EFC6 2E =62DE 2 A2DD:"
72>:=:2C:EJ H:E9 @E96C D42=2C 4@?DECF4ED :D 56D:C23=6

)?6 42??@E 368:? E@ F?56CDE27?5 2?5 A6C7@C> 62C=J >FD:4 H:E9@FE 2? F?56¢
@7 >@56D 'F49 >FD:4 D:?46 92D 366? 4@>A@D65 FD:?8 >@56D @C 2E =62DI
>@52=P7=2G@CD Q)76 42??@E :>AC@G:D6 4C65:3=J :? E96 $2KK DEJ=6 H:E9(
F?56CDE2?5:78 2?5 6>A=@J:?8 >@56D

-96D6 D2>6 C6>2C<D >2J 36 >256 4@7?46C?:?8 E96 @E96C D42=6D 5:D4FDD65 )?
42?7?@E 368:? E@ F?56CDE2?5 2?5 A6C7@C> >@56C? >FD:4 H:E9@FE 2? F?56C
@7 E96D6 G2C:@FD D42=6 A2EE6C?D #? E:>6 H:E9 E96 AC@AGC :?G6DE>6?E (
D42=6D 2?5 @E96CD H:== @A67? ?6H H@C=5D :? 2 566A6?:?8 >FD:42= 61A6C:67?~

KEY TAKEAWAYS

-96 DEF56?E D9@F=5 F?56CDE2?5
N -96 *6?E2E@7?:4 ,42=6

N /9@=6 -@76 ,42=6D )4E2E@7?:4 ,42=6D F8>67E65 ,42=6D
N P(62C=JQ /9@=6 -@7?6 2?5 &J5:2? "1@=J5:27?

JE96C @>>@7?=J .D65 ,42=6D



92AE6C -96 @F?52E:@7?D ,42=6 ,EGAD 2?5 ,42=6D

EXERCISES

#? J@F&rale Thesaurus

2 @?DECF4E *6?E2E@7?:4 @7

3 .D:?8E9:D 2D 2 >@56= 4@?DECF4EE96 D2>6 @? ! 3 275
#? J@F8rale Thesaurus

2 @7?DECF4E /[-#27?5/-## 7C@>
3 )AE#2?5)AE## 7C@>!
4 F8>67E65# 2?5 ## 7C@> 3

JE96C @>>@7?=J .D65 ,42=6D



92AE6C -96 @F?52E:@7?D ,42=6 ,EGAD 2?5 ,42=6D

3.6 Summary
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